(CO'iT. )  Rhinefarm,  Sonoma, 

April  22d,  1906. 
Ity  decT  Carl: 

This  18  Sunday  -  the  Lord's  day  of  rest  I   His  weekfe  work 
is  ended  a.id^e  did  it  well.    The  doom  of  San  ^ranciaco  haa  been  br aimed 
^ith  unrelenting,  uncompromising  ferocity  on  the  face  of  the  darkest 
history  of  all  mankind.   I  aa  so  utterly,  physically  and  mentally  un-  - 
strung  that  my  mind  and  body  refuse^  to  act.   The  use  of  t!te  pen  ia  a 
hardship  to  me.   Giving  the  last  four  days  and  experiencing  and  seeing 
what  we  had  to  encounter  before  our  hastened  flight  from  the  city  of 
hell  and  devastation,  has  left  its  indelible  imprints  of  despair  on 
everybody';  vision  haunting  him  to  the  rest  of  his  days.   The  earth- 
quake on  Wednesday  morning  at  5.13  itaelf  shr±vel3  up  as  a  casual  lnci* 
dent  of  comparatively  little  importance,  it  would  have  soon  have  baen 
over-bridged  •  but  its  consequences! 

Half  an  hour  after  the  shock  a  mountain  of  heavy  dense 
smoke  loomed  up  behind  Telegraph  Hill  from  the  heart  of  the  City. 
On  Sansome,  Third  Str.  in  the  Mission  and  many  other  locations  (also  in 
the  Sulphur  ^orka  below  us),  fires  broke  out  simultaneously.  Carl  an<J 
Talter  started  down  town  and  went  to  the  Warehouse  finding  no  epeakabie      * 
damage  by  the  shock  and  foreman  and  crew  redeeming  the  damage*  the  fire 
of  th*  Mission  and  3d  Str.  location  had  grasped  the  Opera  House  an4  de- 
voured the  beautiful  Aaronson  building,  working  its  way  towards  tfce 
Palace,  but  nqt  Southward.   They  started  out  again  to  the  Warehouse  t 
it  was  then  known  that  the  city  was  without  water  *  found  the  foreaan 
and  his  nephew  on  hand  -  the  crew  ran  out  of  the  building,  when  another  •" 
severe  shock  at  about  9  o'clock  made  the  building  shriek  and  apparent* 
ly  unsafe,  end  Carl  started  to  pack  up  the  books  and  papers  of  the  , 
office.  Unfortunately  a  puncheon  of  Eed  Wine  was  shaken  from  ita  aad*       # 
die  sf  the  third  row  right  above  my  desk  and  the  Claret  had  flooded      g 
everything.   Schild  and  my  e^n  Rudolph  though  assisted  nobly  and  they 
managed  to  load  two  teams  •*  the  first  one  was  unloaded  at  Schild's  home      4: 
(Broadway,  3  blocks  West  of  Van  Ness),  which  still  stands.   The  other       -J 
load  went  somewhere  to  the  Potrero,  where  it  still  remains  *  under  what 
conditions  I  am  unable  to  say.   In  the  meantime  the  fire  had  run  out 
Mission  Street,  consumed  the  Palace  Hotel,  Sprecfcel'e  building,  working 
its  way  from  Sansome  Str.  through  the  'Tholes  ale  Districts.  Prom  out 
Mission  it  crossed  over  to  Brannan,  then  the  afternoon  Western  wind 
drove  it  down  again  to  Third  Street  like  a  furious  wall  of  fire.   Carl 
had  closed  the  Building  and  sat  with  Chris,  the  foreman,  on  the  opposite 
housesteps;  the  western  fire  wall  stood  nobly  for  a  time,,  but  the  flames 
from  SilYer  street  soon  engulf  ad  the  building*   The  heat  bee  juoe  unto****    V 
able  and  Carl  found  his  way  home,  passing  C. Schilling  and  the  Mall  Dock, 
who  perhaps  an  hour  later  together  with  St. Mary' a  Hospital, Sailor 'a 
Home  end  that  entire  corner  were  turned  into  an  impenetrable  furnace  of 
flames  and  heat.   In  the  meantime,  Walter  assisted  at  Aug. Schilling 
to  check  the  attacks  of  the  falling  cinders  with  wet  sacks  and  other 
precautions.   He  thought  the  old  Kohler  &  Prohling  would  protect  them* 
Our  building  fell  at  5  o'Cloc^on  the  first  day.   When  Carl  oarried  the 
nere  to  our  home  my  tears  flew  incessantly  and  I  shall  never  forget 
the  thunderbolt  of  wrath  smashing  the  last  hope  of  my  life  forever.  X 
need  not  explain  to  you,  dear  Carl,  why  such  a  business  cannot  b#  re* 
deemed  by  bright  hopes  for  the  future.   It  meant  the  labor  and  struggle 
of  two  generations  and  we  had  just  emerged  from  its  many  critical  con-* 
fusions  and  trials  apparently  victorious  and  confident  of  success*  Our 
future  was  bright  for  everyone  interested.  Never  held  a  better  assort- 
ment of  Wines  -  never  a  larger  stock  •  good  orders  -  efficient  salesmen  - 


. 


»   h«  fftMrfif«   Rnd  cellar   to  promote   the  good  work  - 
vary  n^rve   strained   in  oft.tc«ii   ana  <,e,>*. 

nd  now  -   and  now?       It  me  ana  dea*«ur .  heavens 

We  went  through  a  nxgnt  of  aru   e- ^n     -  ^  J     n0rtllwara. 
,.tood  ablaze   behind  ^e  h,U   and     he       re   ■  £* y   c  ;      t  ^ 

ft  had  reached  upper  ^Ufornia  ^^^a^{d  away    the   „r,tire   side  of 
packed  and  gulped  up  Nob  Hill  and  clea,    ^^^    especially   the 

;he  MIX.      xhey  *"8 J01^^     climbed  over  here  and  there  and  Glaus 
.<aat  3*de   of  Van  Ness,   but   **«"*»•*£;        Tn   t   ovening  of   the   second 
,pre^el.6re:ide;;ce^  burnt  t     ^^^   ^U-  *-pt    . 
day  we  realised  the  danger  ui    ««  tywjuffht  our   isolated  corner  punht 

-.e^rer  ^tgoaery  £•"»"£  •*  J",^  3  Upened  way  packed  and  Juried 
oe  spared.  *e  began  to  pack  thing.  W  »  /warir<)b(.  ,eBrried  out  books 
our  silverware   In  the  garden,  bundled  up  our  ™     •        ,  ruBhed  and 

and  thine.,  covered  them,  9il0Ve»°*  ^LTcldTay  STttay  5S  mXU* 
<„» u*,r  heard  the  «r.  *   checked  *  *«*«*  J*tf  .>  ^ 

.£&«&  near^Hem  -  «t  *U  had  con,  and  assisted  us  and 

y**  .,»,  from  their  home  (Union  ana  hjuge  taJW 

made  .y  the  of f ^  of  «*•  «£* "JtSJr   it  stands .because  the  Paper  re- 

hlewn  up.    (It  is  doubtful  w  us  wim,  ......t,     s0  at  10  o'oleels 

F*rte  that   the  fire  ^«  ^."jtopp-'  *t   -*t  a-rn^..     ^^  ^^ 

ui  the  evening  we  eaid  our  farewell  to  w     J.       Tiaion.     I  s aw  the  gay 
^  around  £££2  KE  ^.1^.1*  the  »£»•-' 
ttoat  I  had  left  a  dear  and  «b«erful  rr*etm  »»""**       -f facta     a^mie  ear*- 

d^Ught'effL  :  «SC  W.  Btrea*  to  the  *h£f  £* Vg*m 
i5US**«  o/a  lumher-pile  near   the   eeawal l^a  chl <■*»  «"  * 
«r  -house  of  mirth"  an Jh. MU  *£J.     *»  £■*  miwU>X?  con- 

VZ  ZiJZAl V?J£ZK£££lo££  the  background.     Once  in  a 
S£  STSJll  engaging  mother  reel,  ene«   sent  up  a  «*--**£ 
smoke.     But  the  Sorth  Be«e»er.  fought  nobly j     they  had  J«W  °^ »V 
water  and  ih.  politician,  Afce  Ruef.   (o-nang  the   old  Hueeto  1«W  *» 
t^*,..-*  ■?+«»<!   and  hi.  frienda  made  a  desperate  effort  to  save   r.*e 
SET  ^akrt^tlS  *»  on  Broadly.  «***»»*•*  Jf^Ser- 
during  the  afternoon.     TRhiln  «e  waited  on  the   lumber  pil«  Carl  airf  »9r 
?™£%ola  un  hoW  they  watched  tha  fate  of  th.  t»  ho  -M**»  %« • 
Street  end  then  had  Joined  us   to  urge  mltter***,     **  tW*  *Xof 
luetoer-pile  o^a«rTa±oryJ   «  c*uld  easily  rearfi  the  ferr>  •™*™i*01 
S.  4*  all  tat  territory-     3ofets  wer«  taking  "'X^i^Vheing 
seroral  wharves  during  the  night  and  «e  ^ere  not  *ppr*her»i^^ tt  toing 
cut   off.      a  continuous  rtrea  of  all  sorts  of  people  and ?™Pelling 
their  helonginge  in  all  sorte  and  aanner  of  rige  ""^J?**-*^ 
=jid  »^iousnesa  prevailed  everywhere   in  the   city  during  the  *^™* 
trial  aod  also   en  tr.ie  seraahle  for  safety  as   it  pasoed  our     Vista  in 
.  continuous   .treat  to   the   "erry,  in  spire   of  the  sometimes  MM»w 
combination,   of  h^man  group...   the  significance  of  the  hour  P^ailed. 
•elwf-Comaittc.  aen  nth  badges   offered  assistance  and  direction  and 
iirovailsd  upon  people   to   take   the   steanero  to  the  suhurt..     In  the 


mealtime   th-    Tiburon  Steamer,    "Ukiah"  haa  awn^  m  alongside  of  us   r, 
we    a    terxained    that   Hhe   wan   going   over   at   3   o'clock  A. 7'.        After  ir-kino 

TT:    r«/?Hntn*£     tt'     CAPVa"    *UW4    ^     t0    «°    ftb0*rfl    ^tWWfl    l2«d 

I  ahead  of    the   other  paeaenger*.      In  fact   the  eteuner  was   ordered  by 
eofl;e  Manager  whose  home  wa»  burnt  in  the  city  to  carry  him  over  at 
3  o | clock.      We  heard  and  felt   the  desperate  struggle  behind  the  hill; 
^■hd-ions   and  dynamite  blasts  must  have  taken  away  many  buildings,    Ley 
to, lowed  with  tremendous  efiecte   in  short  intervale,  but  the  Flare  on 
the  Prison  stood  and  the  fire  raged.     When  the  steamer  gulled  cut  the 
am   stood  and  our  old  home  gave  us   ite  last  greeting  as   if  it  meant 
to  say;      "Don't  be  afraid,   1  win  not  deeert  youl"     We  stayed  on  board 
the  steamer  until  she  *ent  o**k  to  the  city  at  6  o'clock,  camping  on 
the     loor  of  the  cabin.     Sannie,  myself .Rudie  *nd  Hancy,   ourltalian 
girl  went  on  to  Sonoma.     Carl  and  Gertrude  vent  back  to  find  out  what 
had  happened  during  she  night.     They  *ent  Up    vo  the  housebound  Valter 
and  Maury  and  a  friend  of  voter's  rwnftging  „.9Qn|1  t^  house .carrying 
furniture  and  things   to  the  edce  of  the  nearby  precipice, BgfiffTZtaL 
ing  from    Ui  VaUey  and  I  believe  Helni  and  Kin*  were .there  also  tT 
S!       m!I^  Obtrude  even  ventured  up  Kyde  Street  Hill  and  saw 
J£  *I  litJJi  Men  °f  DU6B  3tiu  "taking.     At  about  one  o'clock  the 
Chestnut  Street  forces  withdrew;     the  fire  had  worked  along  stooktw 
and  had  cleared  the  south  side  of  Lombard  up  to  the  old  -Gray-  houe. 

£!  J^/rfT °  l6ft  °n  the  hUi'     U  tiien  ^«red  Ruef^ad  won 

the  light ;but  -Then  the  flames  had  reached  the  Raubinger  bame  end  tene - 
ment.nouee  the  latter   turned  to  v/hat  it  *ae  formerly  called!  real 
"House  of  Blazes-  caught  the  Schweiser  Nalt  Hous and  a  wetteriy  breeze 

cL'Itnit  i.P  ^  hiU.with  ^i0^  rapidity,   taking  the  block  Ic*^! 
Chestnut  by  storm.     •  At  about  2  o'clock  Waiter  and  Maury  andtha^ew. 
rent   through  naury's   (the  old  I*gleton)   house  dcvS  toTanc^co Street 
to  make  for   the  Ferry.     Also  Carl  and  Oertruda  saw  the  approach  of  Jhe 
fulfilment  from  Hyde  Street  and  rushed  wildly  with  the  blinding  wind! 

J*?!!?  ^^iT*  **  ****«  *****  t0   «»  *•«*.     The  flames  soon 
followed  in  their  wake;   they  had  swept  the  hill  by  this  tie*  and  Sow 
nigged  the  base  to  the  water-front,     5©on  the  lumber  Piles. the  wharvea 
the  foundries, the  flour  mill  and  everything  else  was  SeW?V5 * 
Broadway  to  the  very  point  where   the  fire  had  left  off  before.     Thus, 
at  about  3  o'olock  the  home  of  your  parents  and  birthplace  of  your 
brothers  and  sisters  went  out  of  existence,  leaving  an  enviable  record 
and  to  everyone  of  us  a  dearly  beloved  sweet  remembrance  of  hapey  days 
and  glorious  hours.  "•*»#*  *»ys 

Lector .     ^tlj9^1  ?Mfl  T*8  in  great  *n»iftty  about  his  brother,   t:ie 
Doctor,     he  went  down  on  Friday  and  had  his  thrilling  experiences  in 
trying  to  recover  the  wharf.     He   (the  PoctorJlost  ell  his  valuable 

fSaone^ft^  in  •SI  CT*er  *uil*in8*     *«ry  Sime  lost  his  office  out- 
fit  on  Montgomery  Street  and  we  lost  -  our  business     I  presume   that 

was  t^lT b}!/ffMgt  ^inB   °f  lt*      l  W*»«  tnatthe^ellat 
was  filled  with  wine,     The  intense  heat  must  have  burst  every  oaskT 

„       .  April  23,1906   (Papa's      -Birthday). 

How  happy  and  joyful   thes*  days  passed  in  far  away  dava   in 

^"e^rHJT**1"  C?Xt™   "*  «"»«»*•■  8»ttor.  Tar^  ^  o?d 

n«  a£?i«X.!  Tk  !u6lter  and  rB,t  fro™  the  tu™»  of  Wtr.nd- 

tLtilll       *  nB'w  M,iy  thc  spirit  of  our  Progenitor,  .u.tain  u3  and 

-trangthen  our  oharaoter  to  perforo  our  dutle.  toward,  e.ch  othifwitb 


indulgence  and  kindness,  with  love  and  pity  for  the  sufferings  we  no*r 
see  pia.in.ly  before  us. 

Mauri'  went  to  the  City  yesterday,  which  can  only  he  entered 
v  ith  Military  Passes.   He  returned  in  the  evening  with  Heini  and 
brought  a  few  trunks.    One  of  them  had  been  rifled  of  anything  apparent- 
ly valuable   He  describes  the  hill  as  a  barren  waste-   A  pile  of 
valuable  books  and  papers  and  other  things  well  covered  were  destroyed. 
Some  things  further  away, chairs  and  tables  were  undamaged,   But  he 
couldn't  tell  how  the  matter  stood  and  whether  any  of  my  wardrobe  and 
shoes  which  I  stuck  in  pillow  slips  are  preserved  or  unlooted-   Evident- 
ly ghouls  gave  trie  place  an  overhauling  and*  it  wouldn't  surprise  me  if 
the  burried  silver  and  other  valuables  had  been  ransacked  and  carried 
off   So  far  I  have  only  saved  what  I  carried  on  my  body.   It  rained 
heavy  last  night, which  must  have  spoiled  many  things  in  case  they  had 
been  saved.   Maury  met  Walter  and  Carl,  who  were  busy  ioJng  t.-  .ng-»:he 
also  went  to  Ed's  house,  where  he  found  the  Van  Geldern's,  whose  home 
wa3al30  burnt  and  many  other  unfortunate  sufferers.   I  guess  also 
Chris,  the  foreman;  was  there  and  Mr.  Mundt ,  all  anxious  to  do  something 
but  -  where  to  begin.  Ed  may  possibly  assort  the  papers  and  books  and 
bring  them  up  here  with  Carl  so  posting  may  be  done.  Maury  w*nt  down 
again  with  Heini  this  morning  and  someone  may  report  further  tonight. 
Ke  says  a  desperate  spirit  of  energy  prevails-  He  predicts  the  younger 
people  will  build  up  the  City  again,  if  possible  better  and  in  aoum 
ways  superior-   They  have  cleared  Market  Street  fro:n  debris  and  a  few 
old  horse -cars  are  running.   The  Banks  can  not  let  their  interests  drop, 
they  must  back  them  up,  else  the  loss  in  Real  Estate  will  wipe  tham  out 
completely. 

I  must  close  this  letter.  I  telegraphed  to  our  agent© :  "Busi- 
ness  total  loss,  suspend  operations";  also  to  Alfred  Stern,  if  at  all 
possible  to  come  to  Sonoma  to  give  me  his  advice- 

The  telegram  I  sent  you  was  kindly  taken  by  r!r.  Dannemeyer  of 
the  Crown  Distilleries  to  Sacramento-   Carl  m>it   him  Saturday  in  Sonoma, 
where  he  had  come  from  San  Rafael  to  get  the  tram  at  Verano  for 
Sacramenij   He  had  Dispatches  from  Lilienthal,  G-erstle,  Sloss  and  was 
anxious  to  raise  $500  -  for  them,  because  none  of  them  had  anything 
worth  while  an  their  possession-   He  came  to  the  farm  yesterday  on  his 
return  to  collect  the  $15  he  had  paid  for  the  telegram  because  they 
vou'dn't  take  them  C.O.D.   I  hated  to  part  with  the  mc ney  because  X 
havx  not  a  great  deal  left.   There  was  about  £200  in  the  safe  and  Scnild 
gave  me  one -half  and  he  kept  the  other  half.   But  J'aury  and  Carl  didn't 
hav-  anything  and  Phil  Bill  wanted  $20  badly,  so  things  are  running 
rathsr  close. 

The  family  keeps  up  strongly  and  bears  up  well  under  the 
hea  y  strain.   Fannie  and  my  children' try  to  arouse  my  vanish:. *g  .  w  rgy 
and  do  everything  to  restore  the  confidence  in  my  own  ability  to  assist 
in  the  restoration  of  anything  like  a  semblance  of  order  in  our  affairs. 
Stil'.  my  thoughts  will  not  cement  sufficiently  to  brace  my  broken  heart. 
All!  1    can  do  -I  will  try  for  my  children's  and  for  my  faithful  wife's 
end  for  my  family's  sake. I  mav  and  you  may  find  friends  to  help  us- 
Tor  pity  sake  let  them  be  generous  and  do  j.t.  I  forgot  to  mention  that 
Ben  and  Eva  are  well, but  otherwise, I  could  tell  you  many  frightful  ex 
periences  of  some  of  our  friends.   The  family  sends  their  love  to  you  - 
all  they  are  able  to  give  at  the  present  time. Let  the  tie  of  mutua-  re- 
sponsibility hold  us  togethsi  -   Your  brother, 

'        CARL. 

A 


